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1 addition to shooting and tactics, a
typically overlooked element of
training is learning how a firearm

operates and how to maintain an:

repair it if necessary.

While you do not have to be an

armorer to shoot well any more than

you have to be a mechanic to safely
operate a motor vehicle, knowing the

fundamentals is a good thing. Being
able to make repairs or modifications
when (not if) your gun stops running
can pay big dividends in the long run.
Early this year two S.W.A.T. staff

members, Denny Hansen and Rob Pin-
cus, attended a two-day armorer course
on AR-15-type rifles, followed by a
thee oy iniructo cours. The coure

ucted by Defensive Edge

DEFENSIVE F16f 5

RAMORER/INSTRUCTOR

Training (D.ET), and hosted by Valhal

1a Training Center (where Pincus is the

Db of Chemlors) DETA Chip
structor

Vaster Instractor Mare

taught the course

ARMORER'S COURSE

tatic indoor range at Valhalla
was temporarily converted into a class-
oom for the Armorers Course, Day
ane began with
nomendiatuse of the AR-15 family of
il Sllivn state a the butt and
worked toward the flash hider on the
et side, ant went from the fash hider
back tawards the butt on the right to
make sure everyone fully understood
the basic controls of the rifle.

" Sulliv

Ptz Fritler

After providing armorer tools for

as they stripped the low,

their rifles to the following assemblies:
Magazine cate
“Bolt catch
sPucipin

*Fixed and telescoping stocks
an expla

ed how to remove
the trigger guard assembly, but this was
not p d in class. He explained
that the small that contain the
roll pin at the rear of this assembly may
be the frailest part of the AR-15, and he
did not want to take the chance that
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and compltely disassem-

with the exception of the




back together a couple times to ensure

how to install
them, but ho each part properly func-
tioned with the other parts.

On the second day it was time for the
class to tear into the upper receiver by
first emoving the handguards. Next up
was disassembling and reassembling
both the front and rear sights several
times. Although students disassembled
both, students working with the earlier
Al-type sights quickly appreciated the
simplicity of the design with seven
parts, as opposed to the A2-ype sights
wwhich has sixteen parts, including a
couple very small ball bearings. As he
did throughout the armorer’s portion
of the course, Sully

students not only knew

gave helpful hints for getting very
small parts back together
‘The dust cover was removed next,

clips either in the process of removing
or replacing it

newest models are chambered in the 308 Winchester (7.62
mrn; callber! A 16 Bbl. Carbine, and 20" Bbl. Rrﬂz e avlate and canbe
3 “fat-top”

Next the flash hider, gas tube and
entire front sight were removed by
drifting out the two taper pins (and one
small roll pin for the gas tube) which
hold the assembly to the barrel. Finally
the split (Delta) ring,
barrel nut and barrel were removed.

ring, handguard

handie designed especially for the “flat-top" can be purchased scpmmy

orthe:

or visit your local FFL dealer!

ax: 207 892

accuracy, durabily,
customers have come to expect. Check out our new .308 models on the web,

BUSHMASTER FIREARMS, INC.
999 Rooseval Tral « Windham, Maine 04062
: 800

www bushmaster.com « info @bushmaster.com

qqsnﬁrs,n

This segment resulted in my only
complaint of the armorer's portion of
the class. There were only two vises for
more than fifteen students to use o
remove and reinstall the barrels in the
upper receivers. The result was a lot of
‘butt” time waiting for a chance to use
e of the vises,

Rob Pincus took the opportunity to
build a new rifle using a DPMS recciv-

2003). Denny Hansen took a simpler
approsch nstallng X5 Sighs same:
plane rear aperture sight and a “Sully”
Lock on is Olympic Arms carbine

INSTRUCTOR'S COURSE
Since the walls of Valhalla's indoor
shaothouse are not rated for rifle/car-

the course was
Range located a few miles down the
road from Valhalla,

eryone had taken their sights
apart several times the day before, the
first order of the day was to establish
new zeros with the iron sights and, if
spplcbl cptialsights

¢, Sullivan addressed the funda-
Lty o ok
control, aiming,

h

The class split up into two-man
teams, with one shooting while the
other acted as a coach. This would
remain in effect for the remainder of the
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Pincus bl an AR-15 from the
cussod inthe text,

The fist iring drill was interesting in
that it to promote familiarity
with both the carbine and pistol. At
approximately the seven-yard line, each
shooter would fire one round from his
carbine and then transition to the pistol
and fire one round. This was repeated
until thirty rounds from both wes

erved

to increase
weapons with very little ammunition
expenditure

Malfunction clearance drills were dis-
cussed next. Students were shown
eral techniques to clear the carbine in
the event of a malfunction

Most of the remainder of the third
day was consumed with shooting from
near point-blank range back to approxi
mately fifty yards
firing single rounds,

e class pract

hammers” and
class w
devoted mostly to po: mmm\ shooting,
and shooting on the move, with a fe
tactics being taught
Positions taught included kneeling,
braced kneeling, reverse kneeling, two-

In
included rghs Jft and 360 degre
s, shootng and stepping to egher the
left or the right, and stepping to either
side and then firing. Walking and
shooting incorporated both the walk
and drag techniques, as well as two
vatatons ofhe “Croucho Wlk

The final day of the course the class
returmed to Valhalla for wark in the

Www.swatmag.com

up using the pars dis-

Students were

indoor shoothouse
15 type carbines and

issued 9mm AR
n, non-toxic, frang]

grain mm amm. Both ndviqual and

team tactics were utilized, and later c

ible 7

tiqued by one of the instructors.
While some class members were

involved in the simulator runs, others
assembled in the static range/class-
room. Here they gave a short talk, usti-
ally about three minutes in length, to
other students on what they had
learned during the prior four days.

Overall, both S.W.A.T. staffers felt
that the armorer’s portion of the course
was superb. The instructor segment,
however, was not met with equally
high marks.

First and foremost, since the course’s
goal was to certify instructors, both felt
that the students should have spent
more time “teaching” their peers.
it was a very good basic carbine cour
very lite instruction was done by any
oncother than DETs st

Second, class did not start promptly
on most mornings and was often
delayed coming back from lunches and
breaks. “Take five minutes’
mean to take five minutes.
understand an insrucor' reluctnce o
get started without e
ot faie 10 hald up the entre class
due to the tardiness of a fe

should
arte

Finally, everyone in the class was a
seasoned shooter. Unfortunately, it is
often veteran shooters who get too
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DEFENSIVE EDGE’S ARMORER/INSTRUCTOR COURSE
Be prepared. Be protected.
ou can bet your

e on!

comfortable and cause accidents through

complacency. Denny Hansen was more

SUREFIRE

SureFire RBR Tactical Armo Inc.
RBR Armor

Pro-Ears

EOTech g ht

than a little the frst day
of the Instructor’s Course due to safety
concerns. At one point the firing line
resembled a snake more than a line, with
at least one student being a yard in front

Hansen asked Fritz to have the line
straightened up.

These last few remarks are offered
only as constructive criticism. Overall,
both Sullivan and Fritzler are good
instructors and the course is recommend-
ed—especially the armorer’s portion. ®
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Contact us Toll Free at 1-888-511-7322
7 days a week, 6 am—9 pm PST
us anytime at www.LPStactical.com

Quality Equipment
Reliable Brands
Excellent Service
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Defensive Edge Training

& Consulting, Inc

Dept. SWAT.

PO. Box 6582

Anoka, MN 55303

(763) 7120123
www.thedefensiveedge.com

Brownels, Inc

(641) 6235401
www.brownells.com

Daniel Defense Inc
Dept. SWAT.
6002 Commerce Blvd
Savannah, GA 31408
(866) 554-GUNS
www.danieldefense.com

DPMS
Dept. SWAT.

00
www.dpmsinc.com

Valhalla Training Center

(970) 2400433
www.valhallatraining.com

XS Sight Systems.
Dept. SWAT

2401 Ludelle Street
Fort Worth, TX 76105
(588) 744-4880
www.xssights.com
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